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SUBJECT: PROPOSED VENAMCHAM AND CTV LOBBYING VISIT 

REF: CARACAS 3837 

1 . AFL-CIO INTERNATIONAL AFEAIRS REPRESENTATIVES BOGGS 
AND MCCLELLAN TALKED TO CTV PRESIDENT VARGAS DURING 
AEL-CIO CONVENTION ABOUT BENTSEN BILL TO AMEND TITLE V OE 
1974 TRADE ACT. THEY STATE EMPHATICALLY, HOWEVER, THAT 
NO PROMISE WAS MADE IN RELATION TO ANY AMENDMENT TO THE 
TRADE BILL. WHILE THERE IS NO INDICATION THAT THE AEL-CIO 
HAS SPECIEICALLY OPPOSED THE BENTSEN AMENDMENT, THE 
POSITION OP THE AEL-CIO, BOTH BEPORE AND SINCE THE CONVEN- 
TION IN NOVEMBER, HAS BEEN ONE OP CONSISTENT OPPOSITION 
TO ANY EXPANSION OF GSP. THERE IS NO RECORD OP ITS HAVING 
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DEVIATED IN ANY RESPECT PROM THIS GENERAL PRINCIPLE. 
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2. MCLELLAN HAS CONTACTED VARGAS THROUGH HIS OWN CHANNELS 
TO EXPLAIN THE AEL-CIO POSITION AND CLEAR UP ANY POSSIBLE 
MISUNDERSTANDING VARGAS MAY HAVE ON THIS SUBJECT. HE IS 
ALSO DISCOURAGING VARGAS FROM VISITING THE AEL-CIO AND 
SUGGESTING THAT THE ILO CONFERENCE IN GENEVA NEXT JUNE 
WOULD PROVIDE A BETTER OPPORTUNITY FOR DISCUSSION WITH US 
LABOR AS WELL AS EMPLOYER AND GOVERNMENT DELEGATES. 

3. FYI: WE ARE INFORMED THAT THE RECENT OWENS-ILLINOIS 
NATIONALIZATION ANNOUNCEMENT HAS MADE A PROPOSED 
VENAMCHAM JOINT MISSION TO WASHINGTON UNLIKELY. 
ADDITIONALLY, A SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE JUNIOR STAFFER 
REPORTS THAT THE NATIONALIZATION HAS HAD A NEGATIVE 
INITIAL IMPACT ON THE US CONGRESS, PREJUDICING VENEZUELA'S 
CHANCES FOR GSP CONSIDERATION. ROBINSON 
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